
Parent’s Forum Meeting Minutes. 

13.02.2019. 

Attending: 

Andrea Poole and Claire Cunliffe. 

Claire Hatton, Emily Brown, Julie Leech and Jennifer Calland.  

 

1. Discussion of proposed Home-School Agreement. 

 

CC shared a draft Home –School Agreement with the Forum as a starting point for a discussion 

around developing an agreement for Mab’s Cross. CC explained that the purpose of the home-

school agreement is to make the role and expectations of the school, parents and children 

clear when children start at Mab’s Cross.  

 

When an agreement has been finalised and agreed upon with staff and the Parent’s Forum 

then the agreement will be sent out to every child in school. The agreement will then be 

shared each year at the ‘New Parent’s Meeting’ held in the Summer term for new Reception 

children. This agreement will then continue through Key Stage One and then a new 

agreement will be sent home to children and their families as they enter Key Stage 2 in Year 

3. Any new children who start mid-year throughout school will also be given a copy of the 

agreement to sign as part of the induction process into school. 

 

All of the parent’s at the meeting approved of the introduction of a home-school agreement 

and liked the suggested format and layout of the draft agreement.  

 

The following points were discussed/additional statements were suggested:  

 The agreement was questioned in relation to children with Special Needs who may 

attend the school, including the statements relating to homework expectations. AP 

explained that exceptions can always be made for children with special needs and 

that this would always be discussed with families as they started school.  

 Parents suggested that the issue of e-safety should be covered in the agreement in 

each of the sections – school, parents and children – to make it clear that it is 

everyone’s responsibility to ensure this. AP and CC discussed the importance of e-

safety in school including ‘tick tock’ and the school’s recent e-safety week.  

(Part of this discussion also included the suggestion that it would be helpful if school 

provided refresher sessions for parents concerning privacy settings and monitoring 

children’s internet use at home.) 

 A note should be included in the section for parents detailing that they should not 

discuss personal issues or concerns about school on social media. 

 Statements relating to school uniform and jewellery should be added. 

 The agreement should clearly encourage that parents play an active role in their 

child’s schooling and that they make every effort to attend other meetings, not just 

parent’s evenings.  



 Include a reference to diversity – accepting/understanding everybody regardless of 

their different backgrounds and cultures.  

 Make it clear that school will actively listen to parents and children concerning all 

aspects of school life – reinforcing our ‘open door’ policy.  

 Specific suggestions for the pupil section: 

 I will use an appropriate voice in school and use a respectful manner. 

 I will take care of myself and my mental health. 

 Detailing expectations of behaviour on trips and visits – this could also feed into 

e-safety and behaviour online.  

 ‘Keeping everyone safe’ – treating people as you wish to be treated. 

 When you are in your uniform you are representing your school.  

 Reading homework requirements – this could be different for KS1 and KS2. 

 

2. Discussion of ‘the range of activities that are provided outside of lessons’ as this was 

raised as an area of concern on the last whole school parent questionnaire.  

 

All parents agreed that they are happy with the extra-curricular lessons and activities 

which are provided outside of lessons – for example music lessons, sports activities and 

clubs. Parents felt that the concern around this statement would instead refer to parent’s 

childcare concerns relating to the availability of before and after school clubs and holiday 

care.  

 

Parents said that many felt concerned that there were no breakfast and after school cluibs 

on the school premises and that this meant that children had to walk to and from school 

with different child care providers. It was also mentioned that lots of parents struggle for 

childcare during the school holidays, particularly parents of younger children as most of 

the Summer holiday clubs start from age 8 upwards.  

 

‘Wigan Family Information Services Directory’ was discussed as this provides families 

information regarding schools, nurseries and breakfast and after school clubs – could 

school promote this more to parents?  

 

Could parents who are free in the school holidays form a volunteer group for clubs held 

in school during the holidays? 

 

 AP discussed that Little Acorns have previously expressed an interest in the past regarding 

using school’s facilities to provide an in-house breakfast and after school club here at 

Mab’s Cross. AP said that she will discuss this further with the nursery. As a starting point 

for this school will ask parents about interest in this in order to establish potential 

numbers who would wish to use the service.  

 

 

 



3. Discussion of the recent Ofsted Report.  

 

All parents were pleased with the recent Ofsted report and felt that it captured the heart of 

the school and its day-to-day running. 

 

4. A.O.B.   

 

Could parents be given an approximate cost of trips over the school year when their child 

starts each new year group? It would be useful for parents to be notified of future school trips 

well in advance rather than two or three weeks before the trip is due to take place. Could the 

cost of trips be staggered?  

AP discussed the use of online payments for parents and also discussed that parents are 

informed of residentials months in advance in order to enable parents to stagger payments. 

It was discussed that class topic newsletters detail trips but that staff will discuss this concern.  

 

Parent Information night which is held in the first half term of every school year – could this 

be arranged so that it is held on different nights for different year groups as it is difficult for 

parents with more than one child in school to attend the child’s class teacher’s talk?   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


