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Mrs Thompson’s Newsletter : Autumn 2018 

Imaginative Learning Journeys this Term: 
I am Warrior and Traders and Raiders 

 

 
 

TOPIC OVERVIEWS 

I Am Warrior 

I am Warrior! I am strong, brave and powerful. 
Meet me in battle. Draw your sword, wield your 
axe and challenge me if you dare! Invade and 
attack, Romans versus the Celts, the fight is 
on…. 
Discover warring Britain: Boudicca and Julius 
Caesar, and find out what the Romans did for 
us. 
Get ready for Gladiator School and learn 
alongside Spartacus and Spiculus: brave soldiers 
of the Roman Colosseum. 
When all that battling makes you hungry, relax, 
lie back and feast yourself on dormice and 
grapes, or perhaps a roasted swan sprinkled 
with nuts? 

Traders and Raiders 

Big and strong, powerful and brave, the Saxons 
wave their battle axes and brandish their swords 
as they begin to invade Britain’s shores. 
Sail back to the Dark Ages, where battles were 
rife and fear reigned. Find out about the life of 
the Saxons, including how they lived and where 
they came from. Meet the bloodthirsty Vikings 
from Scandinavia – never before had such 
terror swept the land. 
Make a Saxon sword or a Viking brooch and 
decorate it with intricate patterns. 
Choose to be a Saxon or Viking and trade your 
crafty goods. But let’s keep it cool – we don’t 
want a fight breaking out! 
Are you ready to shine a light on the dangerous 
and deadly dark ages?  

 

THINGS TO REMEMBER 

 Monday:  

 Tuesday: 

 Wednesday: 

 Thursday:  Homework due in, P.E. Kits 
needed and music – don’t forget your 
instrument. 

 Friday:  Milk and toast money, library 
book and check-up for the Reading 
Challenge. 

N.B. Please make sure your child brings their 
reading book and reading record book every 
day. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Exciting learning experiences: 

Engage – Museum of Wigan Life – Romans 
in Wigan 
Express- Chronology assembly for KS2 

 Wednesday 12
th

 September: Trip to the 
Museum of Wigan Life 

 Thursday 30
th

 September: Parents 
information evening 

 Date TBC: Mosaic workshop in school. 

 Wednesday 7
th

 and Thursday 8
th

 

November: Parents Evenings 

 Date TBC: Christmas Strings Concert 

 Wednesday 19
th

 December: Carol 
Service 

 Friday 21
st

 December: Finish for 
Christmas 
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SUBJECT OVERVIEWS 

 

ENGLISH:  Description of settings, 
evolution of language, information 
texts, diaries, myths and legends 
MATHS: place value, addition & 
subtraction, comparing historical 
number systems 
SCIENCE:  Love to Investigate: Are 
all liquids runny? and How does 
toothpaste protect teeth? 
ART and DESIGN:  Sketchbook 
work, wire sculptures, mosaics, Viking 
runes. 
COMPUTING: We are toy designers 
and We are co-authors 
HISTORY: The Roman Empire, 
Anglo-Saxons and Vikings, and their 
impact on Britain 
GEOGRAPHY: Map skills, 
comparing human and physical 
features of a range of European 
countries with Britain and current 
affairs around the world. 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION: ‘Real 
P.E’. skill development. 
RE:  Can religious teachings help us to 
decide the best way to live?  How is 
Christmas celebrated in other cultures? 
DESIGN and TECHNOLOGY: 
‘Eatwell’ chef award, food groups, 
lifestyle and diet. 

PSHE: Health and Wellbeing and 
British Values (Rule of Law) 

MUSIC: String Instruments 

FRENCH: TBC 

 

HOW TO HELP YOUR CHILD 
 

 Reading Books:   Please read with 
your child at least 3 times a week so 
that they complete the reading 
challenge.  

 Learning logs:  Ideas for Topic 
Homework will be sent at the 
beginning of every topic. Please 
complete one extended project by 
the end of the first half term. 

 Homework guidance:   See 
attached letter 

 Water bottles/snack:  Your child 
may bring a piece of fruit or toast 
and a carton of fruit juice for 
playtime. You may also send in a 
bottle of water for lesson time.  

 PE: It would be much appreciated if 
you could ensure that your child has 
the correct kit in school (please 
remember pumps or trainers and a 
spare pair of socks if your child 
normally wears tights). 
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Homework Guidance 

Dear parents/carers, 

Welcome to Year 4, this year we aim to help children develop their independence and resilience through a 

variety of activities, and we look forward to your support with this process through a range of homework 

activities. 

Reading 

We will change reading books every Monday and Friday, if appropriate. 

We ask you to read with your child at least 3 times per week, and to sign and date their reading record, this 

is in line with current school policy.  They should aim to read at least one book per week.  As reading 

should be a pleasure, we would also encourage children to read books, magazines, newspapers and comics 

of their choice, and these can also be recorded in their reading record book.  At the end of every half term, 

as homework, children will be asked to complete a book review for one of the books (either fiction or non-

fiction) that they have read. 

Maths 

Each week, your child will receive a maths homework sheet that will have 3 columns: A, B and C.  You and 

your child should decide between you which column to complete (the columns get progressively more 

difficult).  We will also provide an answer sheet, to help you to discuss the work with them, and address 

any misconceptions. This work will focus on targets that will have already been covered in class.   

It would also be helpful if you could spend some time practising times tables, as it is now expected that 

Year 4 children have a sound grasp of all times tables to 12 x 12.   

English 

As in maths, English homework will also be based on a target that has previously been covered in class.  

The focus for the first term will be SPaG (spelling, punctuation and grammar).  Each week, your child will be 

given a list of spelling words with a set pattern or focus, on which they will be tested the following week.  

An answer sheet will be provided for the grammar and punctuation homework. 

Topic 

At the beginning of each topic, your child will be given a list of ideas for a creative, self-directed homework 

project.  This list is only a guide, if you and your child have a great idea that is not on the list, we would love 

to see it.  This piece of homework is designed to take approximately 5 weeks and will be presented to the 

rest of the class at the end of the topic. 

We will be holding an open evening during September, where we will be giving extra guidance and ideas to 

make homework more fun and productive for you and your child.  If you have any questions, please feel 

free to raise them at this time.  Further guidance on curriculum and homework is available on the school 

website. 
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We hope you and your child have a fantastic year. 


